By Hand & Eye Design Workshop Overview
Nov. 3-4th 2014

10-5pm

The Woodworkers Club

11910 Parklawn Drive Rockville, MD 20852

Day 1 – Part 1 - Make music with proportions

Explore how proportions can be used to create a harmony and how designers used proportions in different ways to lead the eye. Students will unpack masterworks to uncover these concepts at work, as well as work up a design for a sideboard as a building block to explore the concepts. Time will be allotted for students to begin work on their personal project with coaching from the instructor. 

Day 1 – Part 2 – Proportions of the “Wall”

Introduction to the classic orders and the proportions of the human form. Explore “furniture of the wall” (i.e. architectural built-ins). Students will draw a classic order and learn how proportions from the order can be used to organize a design on a vertical plane to tell a story. Students will incorporate “proportions of the wall” into their sideboard and their personal project. 

Day 2 – Part 1 Curvature & Nature invades

Explore how curves bring life to a static design. Class will explore a scrolled bracket and unpack how curves work by combining fast/slow, convex/concave, and major/minor curves. Students will explore how to compose fair curves and how the complex is often made up of simple curves. Students will explore integrating curvature into their sideboard and personal project. Learn how to integrate ornament so it appears organic with a sense of delight and avoid the pitfall of kitsch. Unpack masterworks and look at inspiring examples that weave nature into furniture forms. 
Day 2 Part 2 – From drawing board to workbench
Explore methods to transfer this proportional knowledge to the actual work at the bench using storyboards and scaling up proportions with a sector and dividers. Techniques for laying out large scale curves and creating templates will be covered. Students will create storyboards and templates for their designs.
